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Wi<huLH acijuicsciiig \o iho propriL'iy ofihiC rejeciions> in Ihe Ol'llce Action clalcd Scpiemher 20. 
2004, claims ] liovi: Wxr\ iimendeLl l-mry oi iIil-.-^l: nmeiidinenrs, ruL-nnsuJcnuion ot the appi icniion. ;inJ 
3llo^^'allCc- ufjill clainv^ pending; liL-rvin is ivspcciflilly leqi-icslcd in view ol the reiuuik.s below. Ckiinrs 1-3.^ 
arc now pond in ij;. 

IncLiall)', apph'cunli;r:iicliillyackiHnvlediicsihi:;illo^^^^^ I 1-33 and the conditi(Ki;il 

:illowant:c iil cliiim 10 npon ii beii\p. rewriilLii in indcpendeni lonn Ui inckido all liiniiatiniis i\{ \hc base 
cinim nnd iiny iiilci'vciiing chiim-s. Applicciin respccifully dt'lcri? rcwriiing clsim 10 in view ofth^ rtividrk.s 
below. 

Claim 2-5i sinnd rcjccled under 35 IJ.S.C*. }j 1 1:\ siecond paiii}»mph, .is being indefinite lor rbilini^ 
U) |)arlieu[;irly point out und diH.iirieily claim Ihc siibjeci mnuer which ihc applicant regard.*? as lii.s 
invcnlion. hi paiiicular, the Onicc Aclion objccis lo the lack of proper aniecedeni hasjjs Tor "said cseaj>e 
liwer'\ riaini 2 has been amended to reniove 'escape lower" thereby overcoming ihiij rejection. 

aahu Kcicctiom Lhirht ^S aS.C. S$ J02: 

Chiiins I and 0 and rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being aniicipuicd by Hcllman (U.S. 
Patent No,: 2,()77»477). 

Amended claim 1 recite.*; a sysicni lor allowing iindenvater escape from a ^jubniarinc vvliich 
incltidea a plurality of walls Torming an escape tower havinj; an inlerit)r conllgured to receive al least one 
person. The plmalily orwalla is conllgured tn leMsi collapse due to a roi\:e orcrxiemal waler. A lower 
escape tower connector is cnnnecied lo a bottom end oI'iIil- phiralily oTwalL^; and is cunrigured lo sealiiigly 
attach lo a halch connector of a sobmcMXictl sitbmarinc. A lower halch in located ai Die boliom end of Ihe 
plunlity of walls and nllows a pet-son to pass iherelhrotigh. Al.so included are means for providing air lo 
the interior and means for .^selectively mainiaining the inieritM suKsiantiafly free oflhc water. An upper 
hutch i.s formed in the pluralily of walls and is seledivcly openable i.o allow the j^rson lo pass between Uie 
inierior ;ind an exterior of ihe plurjlity of walls ihrouL;h the upper liaicli. An upper escape tower connector 
is locak'd on said pluralily of walls ami is e<»nfigtired to senlin^ly connecr lo a lower escape iLirnicI 
conncclor of an escape iiinnel lo allow the person to pass from the interior lo a tunnel inlerior of ihe e.<;ca|ie 
iiinncl. 
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Hcllman disL li»sc-s ;i sul)inLTsih|i.: ivsciio appainius wlucb is conncciahle lo i» submarine n.-i deiiieicd 
in KKJ. 1 . I Fellmon lli.sc|t>^v;.s ;ui inlcriur havini; a plLiraliiy o\ Liimpjinmcnis imd one door j^rovidiaj^ 
cuniiiiunicutii^ii hc(WLvn Ihc inlcnor of the IfeDcuin rk-Nicc nnd an inferior ol'a fiiil.iniiirinc tiUiichcd ihereUv 
[fowcvcr. llellman doe.s noi disclo.NC ;in upper escape lower ainncclor lociUcd on a pliiraliiy of w;ill.s 
Ibmiin^i uii inlcrior, nor ihc upper escape lower cmiiKcior being conriK'irciI in ijculinyly connect to a lower 
csc:ipe lunnel conneeior <\\'\\n csccipc lunnei lo allow person lo p:jss beiween llic inlcrior of ihe plumlity 
of walls and ;i liinnd interior ofthe e.scjpc IuhhlI. Instead, I lellinan discloses a device haWn^i an inlcrior 
whicli includes ii pliiraliiy of et)nipiirlmenis and a pkiraliiy of hjiiclics between sucli compurlments along 
wilh a halcb localed u| y b(»iinm of (he device to allow :i person lo pass from u submarine into the inicrior 
of the HellMKin device. However, there is ntj disclosure of a devrcu which has a connector nn u plurality of 
walL^i lo allow an escape uiiinel lo be connected therein such that a pei-son may pass between an inierior of 
die tunnel and an inlcrior of the device. Mnn: specifically, die IFelhnnn device lacks a conncclor allowing 
Die llellman device to eonnuci in an escape lunnel such thai a person may pas5» froni the llellman dcvlec 
into such an eseajv? tunnel. 

Thus, because die jeauircs (e.g., an upper escape lower conneeior located on a plurality of walls 
which'is configured to seahngly connect to a Iowlt escape lunnel connccl<ir of an escape lurmcl to allow a 
person ro pass between the inierior and a lunnel interior of the escape tunnel) orcli:iini 1 of the present 
application are poi idenlically disclosed by riellirian, lhi.s claim cannoi be aniicipalcd iherel^y. 
Accordingly, claim 1 is believed lo he nllowahle along wil.1i the dependent clainw, which arc believed to he 
allowable for Iho same rea.soiKs and for their own additional features. 

ri;Jiui 34 has been udtled which recites, inrer olia» moans for providinj^ air to an inierior of a 
plurality of walls separating ihe imerior from an e\iei*ior of a system and means for subsliluiing water for ' 
llieairin the interior when the system is ^u1>ml.■nJ!l,\| undcrwaiLTancl a lower escape lower connector 
located at a hoilom end of die iilnralily of walls is au^eliccl to a hatch connector of a submerged submarine. 

Mellman does not disclose means for seleciivclysubstiim.ing water for air in an inierior thereof 
when the Hcllman device is submerged and a cnnncclor thereof is allached lo a hatch conneeior of (he 
submerged submarine. Insiitail, the i^urpnsc of Wellman is to maintain water on an e.vterior side ihercid' 
Auch that personnel may pass from a submerged Mihmaritie inio the interior of the I Icllnian device and the 
device may carry ihcm lo ijie surface wid) the interior ihereof continuously containt/ig air. In contrasi, 
claim .1-1 recites, inieralia, means for selectively .sulisiituling water for air in an inierior of o plundiiyof 
walls wlicn Ihc sy.stem is submerged underwater am! a lower escape tower conneeior located on a bottom 
end of the plundily oi walls is connected lo a hatch connector oflhe submerged submarine. As described 
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oil p;iL\:s 7 cii'ilI ci wi ihc |ircst:nl Jipplicurion, u user oniiv :>ysiem lor allowing undenvnrei' c.-^u^jpc from a 
siihmiirinc: n»jiy vnlcr an iinorioi' llic-ivoK clon :in L'r:Lape hrM>i.K jlood Ihc inicrior with water, open nn 
oliIlt h.iich, ;ind n.scend iu ilic \vn(LT suiMiice. I liovirwr. ilvrc would be no reason u> (liMKl ihu iniLTiorof 
ihc Hcllman device ;ind ihavlbre iheic \v«ii»lil no ivason (or :i nu-jns for suhsiiiuiiiii' water for air in ;in 
interior llicivofu'lien rhe ii.v is connecicJ !o n submerged suhinarine, bince the I lellrruin device is 
designed lo eominiioiiyly coniain air such thai ii may carry personnel Irom a suhmerjL;ed location lo ?Iic 
aurlbce. 

Thus, bocaiiso ilie fciiiiroii (e.g., nitraiis lor scIccliveJy substiliiiing water lor air in nn inlerior 
(onnod by a pluraliiy nf wDlIji conligureii in nven e ai lea.si tine periion when \hc sysicm is SLthnieri',cd 
undenvaier and a lower ciscape lower eonnecior f*-k::iU:d on the holiom end of the phjralily of walls i<; 
connected Id i\ h;ileh conneejor ofji submoreed SLibmarine) oTdie picsenl application are not idcnJicaliy 
di.sLlcised t>y IleNnuiM, I his claim cannoi he anlrcipaied thereby. Accordingly, claim 34 is believed i.o Ik 
allowable. 

CONCLUSION 

Jt is believed ihal ihe application is in condiiioM jnr allowance, and liiich action is res:pcciriilly 
a-tiuesied, Ifa leiephone conll-ivnoe would be o]'as:£islanccr in advancing prosecution ot\he subjocl 
applicLJiion, the Hxaminer is invijcd In Iclephone tlic iindeiijigned aiiomcy at the telephone number 
provided. 

RuspifctJtiUy siihmUtcil, 

Victor A. CardtJOiu Esq. 
AUoi-ncy for Applicaiit(s) 
Re][jistration No. 44,5S9 

Duled: December L . 2004 
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